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The Paradox in The Public Burning from the
Perspective of Historiographic Metafiction

SHAN Jianguo

( School of Languages Shanghai University of International Business and Economics Shanghai 201620 China)

Abstract: The Public Burning written by Robert Coover is a masterwork of postmodernist novels. The
novel embodies the historiographic metafictional paradox with both fictionality and historicity for it paradoxi-
cally recombines self-referential of metafiction with historical and social context. By employing metafictional
techniques parody for example the novel problematizes the American history while revisiting it keeps a criti—
cal distance from social reality while representing it so as to reveal the limitation of the American historical

narrative.
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